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agery, or the warrior stage. 3. Barbarism or the patriarchal stage. 4. 
Civilization or the monarchical stage. 5. Enlightenment or the stage of 
citizenship. Major Powell's classification of the linguistic stocks of Amer- 
ica north of Mexico is the basis from which all subsequent attempts to 
classify these American tongues must start. As Professor McGee has 
pointed out (Amer. Anthrop., N. S. vol. iii. p. 4), he helped to shape in 
notable fashion the anthropological platform upon which men of science 
now stand in America. 

It is matter for congratulation that the master leaves behind him disci- 
ples, like McGee, who are able not only to continue his thought, but to add 
to it and shape it on the wheel of new-found facts. That Powell was one 
of the great minds of the present age can hardly be doubted. Nor can any 
one fear that his work will not be carried on by willing and able suc- 
cessors. 1 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

Clark University, Worcester, Mass. 

THOMAS WILSON, 1832-1902. 

Thomas Wilson, curator of the Division of Prehistoric Archaeology in 
the National Museum of Washington, died May 4, 1902, in the seventieth 
year of his age. His colleague, Professor O. T. Mason, who furnishes an 
appreciative notice of his career and writings to the " American Anthropo- 
logist " (N. S. vol. iv. 1902, pp. 286-291), writes of him as "an example 
of American life, — born on a farm, practised in a mechanic's trade, in- 
structed in law, devoted to politics, a soldier, a successful man, a repre- 
sentative of his country abroad, a friend of science." 

On both sides of North England ancestry, he was a Pennsylvanian of 
Quaker lineage, — like Brinton, — an honor to his State and to the faith 
of his fathers. " Born in sight of a mound," as Professor Mason remarks, 
" the remains and relics of American aboriginal life were never out of his 
sight." And when in Europe, he was never very far from the man of the 
river-drift and the lake-dwelling. Dr. Wilson was by instinct and profes- 
sion an archaeologist, to which branch of anthropology he contributed 
richly as an investigator, a writer, and a lecturer. He was also a student 
of folk-lore and a member of the American Folk-Lore Society. Of his 
monographs the following had more or less to do with folk-lore, and be- 
longed within that field : — 

1. The Swastika, the Earliest Known Symbol, and its Migrations. Rep. 

U. S. Nat. Mus., 1894, pp. 757-101 1. With 25 plates and 374 
figures. 

2. Prehistoric Art. Ibid., 1896, pp. 325-664. With 74 plates and 325 

figures. 

In his study of the swastika he came to the conclusion that for one use 

1 The writer of these lines has just learned, to his surprise and regret, that Dr. 
McGee has not been appointed to succeed Major Powell. 



In Memoriam. — Thomas Wilson. 205 

of sacred kind indicated by the presence of the swastika there were a hun- 
dred of a common every-day sort, hence : " Except among the Buddhists 
and early Christians, and the more or less sacred ceremonies of the North 
American Indians, all pretence of the holy or sacred character of the 
swastika should be given up, and it should (still with these exceptions) be 
considered as a charm, amulet, token of good luck or good fortune, or as 
an ornament and for decoration." For the presence of the swastika in 
America he was inclined to rely upon migration and imitation as explana- 
tory factors. 

Dr. Wilson was also the author of a volume dealing with a distinctively 
folk-lore topic. In his " Bluebeard : A Contribution to History and Folk- 
Lore " (N. Y. 1899), he maintained the thesis that Gilles de Retz (executed 
at Nantes in 1440 a. d.) was " the original of Bluebeard in the tales of 
Mother Goose." That this view is not at all proved appears from the re- 
view of the book in this Journal (vol. xiii. p. 67). 

A. F. C. 



